you, and that you will not pursue your present tentative pro-
posal. In that event, no occasion will of course arise for the
issue of any statement of any kind.
Yours sincerely,
R. Tottenham
P. S. February 8th
In view of the urgency of the matter the text of this letter
was telegraphed to the Governor's Secretary yesterday for com-
munication to you today.
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Advance copy of the proposed Government communique
STATEMENT
Mr. Gandhi has informed His Excellency the Viceroy that
he proposes to undertake a fast of three weeks' duration from
the 9th February. It is to be a fast according to capacity, and
during it Mr. Gandhi proposes to add juices of citrus fruits to
water to make water drinkable, as his wish is not to fast to
death, but to survive the ordeaL The Government of India deplore
the use of the weapon of fast to achieve political ends. There
can, in their judgement, be no justification for it, and Mr. Gandhi
has himself admitted in the past that it contains an element of
coercion. The Government of India can only express their regret
that Mr. Gandhi should think it necessary to employ such a
weapon on this occasion, and should seek justification for it in
anything which the Government may have said or done in
connection with a movement initiated by him and his co-work-
ers in the Congress NParty. The Government of India have no
intention on their part of allowing the fast to deflect them from
their policy, nor will they be responsible for its consequences
on Mr. Gandhi's health. They cannot prevent Mr. Gandhi from
fasting. If he decides to do so, he must do so at his own risk
and under his own arrangements. They have accordingly
decided to release him for the purpose and duration of the fast,
and any members of his party living with him who may wish
to accompany him.
The Government of India propose to issue in due course
.a full statement on the origin and development of the move-
ment which was initiated in August last and the measures
which Government have been compelled to adopt to deal with
it. But they think this is a suitable occasion for a brief review
of the events of the last few months.
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